
 
  

  Birchwood Primary School - Progression in RE  

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Christians Exploring 

Festival of Christmas 
Easter Story  
Engaging 
Ask questions to clarify 
understanding. 
Introduce new vocabulary. 
Introduce symbols. 
Discuss their own experiences. 
Sequence pictures to create sacred 
stories. 
Reflection 
Role play the nativity. 
Take part in school performance. 
Create craft associated with sacred 
stories. 
 

Exploring 
Creation Story 
Christmas Story 
Jesus’ disciples 
Easter Story 
Engaging 
Talk about stories and understand 
them.  Describe their meaning or 
identify their moral. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider different scenarios. 

Exploring 
Harvest / Feeding the 5000 
Preparing for Christmas / Advent 
Easter / The Resurrection of Jesus 
Engaging 
Talk about traditions and stories to 
identify their significance.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 

Exploring 
Christian Sacraments / Marriage and 
Baptism 
The Baptism of Jesus 
The Last Supper / Washing of the 
Disciples Feet 
Engaging 
Explore and understand traditions 
and sacred stories to identify their 
significance.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Find out about practices that take 
place in local places of worship. 
Make links between sacred stories 
and religious practices. 
Reflect how religious practices have a 
world-wide impact. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 
Consider the importance of traditions 
to followers. 

Exploring 
Christian Sacraments / Communion 
Jesus Forgives Peter and The Prodigal 
Son / Forgiveness  
Engaging 
Explore, understand and empathise 
with traditions and sacred stories to 
identify their significance to followers.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Find out about practices that take place 
in local places of worship. 
Make links between sacred stories and 
religious practices. 
Reflect how religious practices have a 
world-wide impact. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare to 
everyday life. 
Consider the importance of traditions 
to followers. 
Compare and contrast moral values of 
traditions / festivals from different 
faiths. 
 

Exploring 
The Ten Commandments 
Pentecost (Jesus Visits the Disciples) - 
Make Comparisons 
The Temptation of Jesus / Lent 
Engaging 
Understand the importance and 
empathise with traditions and sacred 
stories to identify their significance to 
followers.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Find out about practices that take 
place in local places of worship. 
Make links between sacred stories 
and religious practices. 
Reflect how religious practices have a 
world-wide impact. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Compare and Contrast commitments 
made by followers of different faiths. 
Identify the importance of 
commitments made by followers. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 
Consider the importance of traditions 
to followers. 
Compare and contrast moral values 
of traditions / festivals from different 
faiths. 
Discuss and understand the meaning 
of key concepts. 
Empathise with commitments made 
by followers.  
 

Exploring 
Christian beliefs about death 
The Holy Trinity / The Story of St Patrick  
Engaging 
Understand the importance and 
empathise with traditions and sacred 
stories / quotes to identify their 
significance to followers.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Find out about practices that take place 
in local places of worship. 
Make links between sacred stories and 
religious practices. 
Reflect how religious practices have a 
world-wide impact. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Compare and Contrast commitments 
made by followers of different faiths. 
Identify the importance of commitments 
made by followers. 
Compare and contrast how Christians 
and Hindus represent their God. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the world. 
Reflect and Apply how religious stories / 
traditions compare to everyday life. 
Consider the importance of traditions to 
followers. 
Compare and contrast moral values of 
traditions / festivals from different faiths. 
Discuss and understand the meaning of 
key concepts. 
Empathise with commitments made by 
followers.  
 

Muslims Exploring 
The Islam Faith 
Engaging 
Ask questions to clarify 
understanding. 
Introduce new vocabulary. 
Introduce symbols. 
Discuss their own experiences. 
Compare places of worship. 
Express own thoughts through 
discussion. 
Reflection 
Identify differences between 
Christianity and Islam. 
Create craft associated with 
traditions. 
Write own prayers for the future. 
 

Exploring 
Muhammad PBUH and what 
Muslims believe.  Islam place of 
worship – Mosque. 
Engaging 
Talk about stories and understand 
them.  Describe their meaning or 
identify their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider different scenarios.  
Reflect how religious stories 
compare to everyday life. 

Exploring 
Muslim prayer rituals and the 
importance of prayer. 
Ramadan and Eid Ul Fitr 
Comparing Islam and Christianity 
Engaging 
Talk about stories and understand 
them.  Describe their meaning or 
identify their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths to 
explore similarities and differences. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider difference scenarios.   
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 
Compare commitments made by 
different faiths. 
Consider similar values practiced by 
different faiths and how this reflected 
in people’s lives. 

Exploring 
Five Pillars / Muslim Pilgrimage / Hajj 
Eid Al Adha / Sacrifice 
Engaging 
Discuss and understand sacred 
stories.   
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths to 
explore similarities and differences. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Reflect on sacred stories and their 
impact on followers’ lives today. 
Suggest how the lives of significant 
people in sacred stories effect the 
actions of followers.  
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider difference scenarios.   
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 
Compare commitments made by 
different faiths. 

Exploring 
Explore, The Five Pillars of Islam 
Eid Al Adha / Jesus is Tempted / Making 
Sacrifices 
Engaging 
Discuss and understand sacred stories.   
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths and 
prominent figures in different faiths to 
explore similarities and differences. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Reflect on sacred stories and their 
impact on followers’ lives today. 
Suggest how the lives of significant 
people in sacred stories effect the 
actions of followers.  
Consider the qualities of prominent 
figures in different faiths. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider different scenarios.   
Reflect how religious stories compare to 
everyday life. 

Exploring 
The Qu’ran / Respect 
Engaging 
Discuss and understand the 
importance of sacred stories.   
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths and 
prominent figures in different faiths 
to explore similarities and 
differences. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Reflect on sacred stories and their 
impact on followers’ lives today. 
Suggest how the lives of significant 
people in sacred stories effect the 
actions of followers.  
Consider the qualities of prominent 
figures in different faiths. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Consider different scenarios.   
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 

Exploring 
Muslims beliefs about death. 
The importance of the Hijab. 
Engaging 
Understand the importance and 
empathise with sacred stories / quotes to 
identify their significance to followers.   
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths and 
prominent figures in different faiths to 
explore similarities and differences. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Reflect on sacred stories and their impact 
on followers’ lives today. 
Suggest how the lives of significant 
people in sacred stories effect the 
actions of followers.  
Consider the qualities of prominent 
figures in different faiths. 
Explore reasons that followers have 
traditions. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 



 
  

Consider similar values practiced by 
different faiths and how this reflected 
in people’s lives. 
Reflect how religious rituals may be 
compared to our own experiences. 
Discuss and understand the meaning 
of key concepts. 

Compare commitments made by 
different faiths. 
Consider similar values practiced by 
different faiths and how this reflected 
in people’s lives. 
Reflect how religious rituals may be 
compared to our own experiences. 
Discuss and understand the meaning of 
key concepts. 
Consider and Research inspirational 
people today that reflect the moral 
values of significant figures from 
different faiths. 
 

Compare commitments made by 
different faiths. 
Consider similar values practiced by 
different faiths and how this reflected 
in people’s lives. 
Reflect how religious rituals may be 
compared to our own experiences. 
Discuss and understand the meaning 
of key concepts. 
Consider and Research inspirational 
people today that reflect the moral 
values significant figures from 
different faiths. 
Relate learning to personal 
experiences. 
 

Consider different scenarios.   
Reflect how religious stories compare to 
everyday life. 
Compare commitments made by 
different faiths. 
Consider similar values practiced by 
different faiths and how this reflected in 
people’s lives. 
Reflect how religious rituals may be 
compared to our own experiences. 
Discuss and understand the meaning of 
key concepts. 
Consider and Research inspirational 
people today that reflect the moral 
values significant figures from different 
faiths. 
Relate learning to personal experiences. 
 

Hindus Exploring 
Festival of Diwali  
Engaging 
Ask questions to clarify 
understanding. 
Introduce new vocabulary. 
Reflection 
Create a clay diva lamp. 
Create Mandalas in the sand. 

  Exploring 
Brahma and The Creation of the 
Universe 
Hindu Beliefs / Brahman  
The Festival of Holi 
Engaging 
Investigate and understand the 
significance of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths to 
explore similarities and differences. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare 
to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals 
remind followers of their beliefs and 
values.  

Exploring 
Rama and Sita 
Light triumphing over Darkness 
Place of Worship / Mandir 
Engaging 
Investigate and understand the 
significance of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths to explore 
similarities and differences. 
Research / Investigate the importance 
of traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Investigate and make links between 
beliefs of followers and how they lead 
their lives. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect and consider how religious 
stories compare to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals remind 
followers of their beliefs and values.  

Exploring 
Pilgrimage 
Aims of Life / Karma 
Engaging 
Investigate and understand the 
significance of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths / 
commitments to explore similarities 
and differences. 
Research / Investigate the 
importance of traditions / rituals / 
beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Investigate and make links between 
beliefs of followers and how they lead 
their lives. 
Consider places of importance around 
the world to different faiths. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect and consider how religious 
stories compare to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals 
remind followers of their beliefs and 
values.  
Consider and understand the 
difference between commitments of 
a faith and commitments in everyday 
life. 
 

Exploring 
Hindu beliefs about death. 
Engaging 
Investigate and understand the 
significance of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths / 
commitments to explore similarities and 
differences. 
Research / Investigate the importance of 
traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Investigate and make links between 
beliefs of followers and how they lead 
their lives. 
Consider places of importance around 
the world to different faiths. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the world. 
Reflect and consider how religious stories 
compare to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals remind 
followers of their beliefs and values.  
Consider and understand the difference 
between commitments of a faith and 
commitments in everyday life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 

 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Buddhists      Exploring 

The Life of Siddhartha Engaging 
Explore and understand the 
significance of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify 
their moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths / 
commitments to explore similarities 
and differences. 
Research / Investigate the 
importance of traditions / rituals / 
beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Investigate and make links between 
beliefs of followers and how they lead 
their lives. 
Consider places of importance around 
the world to different faiths. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different 
scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the 
world. 
Reflect and consider how religious 
stories compare to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals 
remind followers of their beliefs and 
values.  
Consider and understand the 
difference between commitments of 
a faith and commitments in everyday 
life. 
 

 

Jews       Exploring 
Moses and The Passover 
Engaging 
Understand the importance and 
empathise with traditions and sacred 
stories (and significant people in those 
stories) to identify their importance to 
followers.   
Discuss and ask questions. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Find out about practices that take place 
in local places of worship. 
Make links between sacred stories and 
religious practices. 
Reflect how religious practices have a 
world-wide impact. 
Research traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Compare and Contrast commitments 
made by followers of different faiths. 
Identify the importance of commitments 
made by followers. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different scenarios. 
Explore and consider differences in 
cultures and traditions around the world. 
Reflect how religious stories compare to 
everyday life. 
Consider the importance of traditions to 
followers. 



 
  

Compare and contrast moral values of 
traditions / festivals from different faiths. 
Discuss and understand the meaning of 
key concepts. 
Empathise with commitments made by 
followers.  
Consider and Research inspirational 
organisations / people today that reflect 
the moral values of significant figures 
from different faiths. 
Empathise with sacred stories. 
 

Sikhs       Exploring 
Sikhism 
Engaging 
Explore and understand the significance 
of sacred stories. 
Describe their meaning or identify their 
moral. 
Discuss and ask questions. 
Identify the main features of different 
faiths. 
Compare and contrast faiths / 
commitments to explore similarities and 
differences. 
Research / Investigate the importance of 
traditions / rituals / beliefs. 
Debate the beliefs and traditions. 
Investigate and make links between 
beliefs of followers and how they lead 
their lives. 
Reflection 
Make moral judgements. 
Discuss and consider different scenarios. 
Compare and contrast differences in 
cultures and traditions around the world. 
Reflect and consider how religious stories 
compare to everyday life. 
Consider how traditions / rituals remind 
followers of their beliefs and values.  
Consider and understand the difference 
between commitments of a faith and 
commitments in everyday life. 
 

 


